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   It seems like 

only yester-

day, I was 

strolling thru 

my first Woodworking 

Show. I was taking in all 

that was woodworking. I 

was very new to the hobby 

and was trying to learn 

wherever and whatever I 

could. Then I turned a cor-

ner and was greeted by a tall 

gentleman with a big smile. 

He said, ñHi, Iôm Wayne 

Wainwright. Let me tell you 

about the Kansas City 

Woodworkersô Guild.ò 

 

I could tell right away that 

Wayne had a gift for gab. 

He made sure I looked over 

the Show and Tell items, all 

made by members, that were 

in the booth. He made sure I 

entered my name in the 

drawing for a beautiful jew-

elry box made by some guy 

named Jim McCord. Of 

course, I didnôt win it, but 

that didnôt dampen my en-

thusiasm. Wayne went on to 

tell me about the Guild. He 

told me about the meetings, 

the toy projects, the mentor 

programs, and on and on. 

 

So the next month, I made my 

way down to Jacobôs Well 

Church and took in my first 

meeting of the Kansas City 

Woodworkersô Guild. I 

joined that very night. For me 

itôs hard to believe, but that 

was five years ago. So much 

has changed since that first 

meeting I attended, but much 

has stayed the same. I still 

count Wayne as one of my 

best friends in the Guild. 

Wayne has been a mentor to 

me in everything from wood-

working to editing a newslet-

ter, to moving up the leader-

ship chain. I never thought 

that in five short years Iôd be 

writing this column as the 

President of the Guild. Wow. 

 

Wayne is not the only great 

friend Iôve made while Iôve 

been a member. Former presi-

dents Jim Bany, Mike Jones, 

and my predecessor John 

Johnson, all have made my 

woodworking journey a fun 

and learning experience. From 

classes I took from Ken Sokol, 

to the Andreôs project, to be-

ing newsletter editor I have 

had a ball getting to know 

people in the Guild and mak-

ing new friends. There are so 

many more yet to meet. Iôm 

told our membership is up 

over the 300 mark. Thatôs a lot 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Program: The David Roth Scroll Saw Program, Christmas in 

May".  This leads into David's Clinic in June. 
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Birdieôs Pub & Grill 

 8889 W 75th St 

Overland Park, KS 

Merit Industries  

913-371-4441 or 

800-856-4441 

Eagle Jigs, L.L.C. 

14221 Peterson Road 

Kansas City, MO 

64149 

Custom Woods LLC 

1-800-BUNKBED 
Van-Ton  
Machine 

John Van Goethem 
913-631-1094 

All six locations 

800-371-4527 

http://www.kcwoodworkersguild.org/Education/Education.htm#Clinics


 

The camaraderie has been the biggest benefit for me since 

I joined. I hope the same is said for you. 

 

Speaking of camaraderie, I hope you will be coming along 

with us on the bus trip, May 22nd  to Des Moines, Iowa. 

Tours of the Kreg Jigsô factory and August Home Publish-

ingôs shop are on the agenda. August Home Publishing 

publishes of Shop Notes and Woodsmith magazines. If 

there is time, weôll make a stop at the Woodsmith Store. 

And I canôt forget lunch at the Machine Shed. A great 

time should be had by all. 

 

This is the point where my predecessors would insert a 

witty tag line.  ñWhatôs going on in your shop?ò ñSee you 

in the shop.ò Or Johnôs ñHappy Sawdust as alwaysò. Iôve 

thought it over and over. All Iôve been able to come up 

with is:  

 

ñI hope youôre making sawdust.ò 
 

Till next month, 

Kevin 

 

 
Ben Hobbs  

Pencil Post Bed Workshop  
In March I attended the Ben Hobbs workshop.   It 
was an excellent program presented by one of the 
most personable people I have met.  Ben has the phi-
losophy that if the project is for a customer, every-
thing must be absolutely correct.  I couldnõt agree 
more!  The project was a pencil post bed but the 
methods of work were the real lessons here.  The 
project was a blend of machine and hand tool work 
that is the basis of most of our shops.  Cal Hobbs and 
others performed quite a bit of prep work in ad-
vance, which allowed the program to flow along 
smoothly.  
Ben began with material selection and orientation 
and progressed to marking the stock.  This was 
really key as itõs one of the areas that a lot of us donõt 
spend enough time on.  Mortises were cut in the 
posts.  Math and layout were covered before pro-
ceeding to the band saw. Tapers were cut and then 
smoothed on the jointer.  Chamfers and òlambõs 
tonguesó were marked next.  A shop built jig holds 
the pieces while a drawknife, plane, and chisel re-
moved material. The importance of ôleaving the lineõ 

was stressed so that you always know where you 
are.  Ben proceeded with the program while sev-
eral of us took the opportunity to assist Calvin and 
try new skills.   Although I use a drawknife on occa-
sion, this is the first time I had worked cherry and 
it opened up a new vista for me.  Although the 
bench setup was too tall for me, Rob Young cheer-
fully provided a step up for me.   Gracias Rob.  I 
think this is the first time some members had used 
a drawknife so this will undoubtedly open new 
possibilities for them.   Next, tenons were cut and 
trimmed to fit the post mortises.   Rails were drilled 
and nuts inset to tighten everything up.   The bed 
was set up the second day and the headboard cut 
and fitted.   A finial was turned in a flash and fitted 
atop the post. The bed was only up for a few min-
utes but I could see a very attractive bed of beauti-
ful wood.   The lambõs tongues added an immeasur-
able amount of beauty to the design.  I am amazed 
that so much progress was made in such a small 
amount of time while lecturing and explaining eve-
rything!   Of course the all important design and 
finish were covered on Sunday as well as sharpen-
ing. 
Some of the tools demonstrated were the band saw, 
mortiser, jointer, table saw, drill press, rabbit plane, 
gauges, squares, drawknife, chisels and rasps, 
hand plane, and #80 scraper. 
I think we all learned quite a bit here.   Cal good 
naturedly took some razing from his dad but he is 
lucky to have such a great parent and mentor.  
A lot of material was covered here.  I took quite a 
few notes to add to the nearly legible handout pro-
vided.   If you did not attend, you really missed an 
excellent presentation.  
Submitted by: John Hashimoto  
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Donôt Miss The Bus  
Bus Tour to August Home Publishing  Company   

 Home of the Publishers of Woodsmith  & ShopNotes  Magazines  

& Plant tour of Kreg Tool,   

Saturday, May 22, 2010   
With Arrow Stage Lines, you 
travel in style  
¶ PA systems  

¶ Roomy reclining seats with plenty 

of leg room  

¶ Adjustable foot rests  

¶ Individual reading lights  

¶ Spacious restrooms  

¶ Overhead racks for carry -on bags  

¶ Climate -controlled air conditioning 

and heating systems  

¶ Huge, tinted picture windows for 

clear vision with no glare  

¶ Large, weather -proof luggage com-

partments  

¶ Heavy duty shocks for a smooth 

ride  

¶ Audio/Video equipment  

 The Tour :  

¶ Editorial facilities,  

¶ The Woodsmith Shop , 

¶ Photo Studio,  

¶ Video Studio of ShopNotes Maga-

zine.  

¶ Bonus: Plant tour of Kreg Tool,  

makers of   the Kreg Jig.  

¶ Lunch at Machine Shed  Restau-

rant included  

¶ Shopping at Woodsmith Store  

(time permitting)  

Other important Opportunities  
¶ Fellowship with new and older members. 
¶ Exchange of knowledge with fellow mem-

bers 
¶ Networking with fellow members 

 

Just $55.00  
Find the time come and enjoy.  

Check to see if there are any seats available at the 
May Meeting or Check the Website  

Remember lunch is included at the Machine Shed  Restaurant  

http://www.augusthome.com/brands/woodsmith/
http://www.augusthome.com/brands/woodsmith/
http://www.kregtool.com/index.php
http://www.augusthome.com/brands/woodsmith-shop/
http://www.kregtool.com/index.php
http://www.machineshed.com/restaurants/desmoines.asp
http://www.woodsmithstorespecials.com/
http://www.machineshed.com/restaurants/desmoines.asp
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First weekend in June  

Either day: June 5 or June 6, 2010  

Workshops  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$145.00 for a full day of Shaker Boxmaking, 

a hands on experience.    Lunch is included! 

Go home with 5 boxes!  

Associates at a reduced rate!  

     The classes are filling up quickly, so 

please bring  your money to register for the 

workshop to the  May Meeting or visit the 

website to register and pay on -line.  

 
http://www.kcwoodworkersguild.org/Events/

Events.htm#John_Wilson,_the_Boxmaker  

 

 

Oval Shaker Box Workshop:  
By John the Boxmaker Wilson  
 

     On Friday, June 4 th, everyone will get a 

chance to share an evening with John Wil-

son, the premier Oval Shaker Box expert.  

The lecture and demonstration begins at 

6:30 pm and will last about 2 ½ hours.  Dur-

ing that time, John will give us some of the 

history of the Shakers, a remarkable reli-

gious organization responsible for many 

innovations in woodworking, including the 

òubiquitousó Oval Shaker Box.  As he re-

lates the history of the Community of Be-

lievers he will be making one of the boxes.  

The Friday lecture and demonstration is 

open to the public and is free.  That's right, 

no charge.  So, plan to attend.  You will not 

get a better deal.   

 

     Fifty people will have the chance to 

participate in an all -day workshop on Sat-

urday or Sunday;  twenty -five people each 

day.  Try this traditional bent -wood craft for 

a project that is attractive, useful, and eas-

ier than you might think.  All of the tools 

and materials are included.  There are 

fourteen steps to making a Shaker Box.  

What you will learn in the day -long class 

will be useful in many other projects.   

 

     Giving something to someone really im-

portant in your life is very rewarding.  Giv-

ing something you made is even more 

cherished than something you bought.  A  

nice Shaker Box will make a wonderful 

birthday or Christmas present, and guess 

what, you have five gifts to give.  These 

boxes are very attractive and, if you go 

out to purchase them, very expensive.  

Come join us for a day of fun, fellowship, 

and learning, all while you make 5 Shaker 

Boxes.   

 

Submitted by:  

Bob Ladue, Workshop Chairman  

http://www.kcwoodworkersguild.org/Events/Events.htm#John_Wilson,_the_Boxmaker
http://www.kcwoodworkersguild.org/Events/Events.htm#John_Wilson,_the_Boxmaker

