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LEADERSHIP :  

Sawdust: 

The Presidents Corner 

With the Independence Day 

holiday approaching, I have 

been looking for inspiration for 

my column this month. I de-

cided to look at some of the 

more famous quotes by our 

presidents, through the years. 

First one to come to mind was 

FDR telling the country ñThe 

only thing we have to fear, is 

fear itself.ò There was Ronald 

Reagan telling the Soviets, 

ñMr. Gorbachev, Tear down 

this wall.ò The quotes were not 

always inspirational like 

George H.W. Bushôs ñRead my 

lips. No new taxes.ò Or Bill 

Clintonôs ñI did not haveéé.ò 

Well, weôll pass on that one. 
 

I finally came up with one that 

fit what I was looking for. ñAsk 

not what your country can do 

for you, but ask what you can 

do for your country.ò The im-

mortal words of John Fitzger-

ald Kennedy gave me just what 

I was looking for, a motivator. 

See what I want to convey to 

you this month is ñAsk not 

what your Guild can do for 

you, but ask what you can do 

for your Guild.ò 
 

My goal this month is to moti-

vate you to get more involved 

with the Guild. As we have 

grown in size, we have taken 

on new tasks to make the mem-

bersô experience a great one. 

But the one thing missing is 

often help to finish those tasks. 

We want you, the member, to 

enjoy the amenities that the 

Guild has to offer, but not for-

get that it takes work to keep 

everything up to the high stan-

dards weôve become accus-

tomed to. 
 

There are many ways you can 

be involved and help out the 

Guild. One of the easiest is to 

just help pick up after our 

monthly meetings. It always 

surprises me when I come in 

the day after our meetings to 

find pop cans and napkins left 

here and there amongst the 

seats. It only takes a moment to 

pick it up and throw it away. 

But I donôt want you to think 

this is just about housekeeping 

because itôs not. Like I said 

there are many ways to get 

involved  
 

You can always volunteer to 

help out with any of our func-

tions like Open House, the 

Christmas Party, or the Wood-

working Show. Kara Paris is 

always looking for help with 

the programs she sets up,  

 Continued Pg. 2 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 
Program: Krenov Plane with Rob Young.  

Schutte Lumber 

(816) 753-6262 

     Strasser Hardware 

     (816) 236-5858 

Wood By Design 

(913) 962-0159 

 Woodcraft Supply 

 (913) 599-2800 

Woodline 

(800) 472-6950 

Metro Hardwoods, Inc. 

(816) 373-1710 

Cedar Creek Sawmill 

(913) 638-1173 

America Grinding & Sales 

(816) 561-1776 

White Crane Images 

Neal Shoger 

(816) 781-4000 

Andreôs Tearoom 

5018 Main St 

 Re-View 

 1235 Saline St 

 N. Kansas City, MO 64116 

Overland Tool, Inc. 

 7905 Nieman Road, 66214 

 913-599-4044 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 
SPONSORS WHO OFFER DISCOUNTS 
UP TO 10% WHEN YOU SHOW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 

www.MontereyWoods.com 

(816) 582-9442 
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Birdieôs Pub & Grill 

 8889 W 75th St 

Overland Park, KS 

Merit Industries  

913-371-4441 or 

800-856-4441 

Eagle Jigs, L.L.C. 

14221 Peterson Road 

Kansas City, MO 64149 

816-331-6093 

Custom Woods LLC 

1-800-BUNKBED 

Www.1800bunkbedkc.webs.com 

Van-Ton  
Machine 

John Van Goethem 
913-631-1094 

All six locations 

800-371-4527 

 
 

Please Visit All our Sponsors and Buy Everything  
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Marc Adams, Kelly Mehler, etc.  
 

Helping out can bring you free or discounted entry to these 

seminars. Another benefit, for sure. 
 

Sometimes, we would like for you to just donate a little time. 

Our library has grown with donations and new books. Commu-

nication Director Bill Johnston is looking for someone to serve 

as a librarian, someone to organize and catalog our many books 

and magazines. So if you can help with the library, contact Bill. 
 

That brings us to our community projects. In the past we have 

built toys, flag boxes, picture frames, and even back strap weav-

ing looms for various charities. In the future, we will be work-

ing with the Overland Park Arboretum and the Kansas City 

Garden Railroad Society to build a replica of old downtown 

Overland Park. If thatôs not your thing, weôre working on other 

charitable ideas. 
 

Last but not least, you can always run for elected office with the 

Guild. This is you way to leave your imprint on the future of the 

Guild. Yes, it is often a lot of work but the reward is great as 

well. Iôve learned more and met more people than I ever 

thought possible in my short few years with the Leadership 

Committee. So if youôd like to serve or just donôt like the way 

something is done and want to try and change it, put your name 

in the hat for the  elections next year. 
 

Iôve heard it said that ten percent of the people do ninety per-

cent of the work. Iôd like to think we can do better than that. So 

give it some thought while youôre eating that hot dog this 4th of 

July. Remember; ask not what the Guild can do for me, what 

can I do for the Guild. 

 

So till next month,  

I hope youôre making sawdust. 

 

               Kevin  
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CNC ð Special Interest Group  
 

  

July 6th 2010 

 

We are helping an Eagle Scout candidate with a sign that he is 

building for the Rotary Youth Camp. Dad and scout arrived 

with materials and design in hand. This meeting provided an 

excellent example of "it doesn't matter how many times you see 

something done, until you do it yourself you don't know what to 

do". In other words, It was unfortunate that Arnold was not able 

to attend this meeting. I think that everyone now realizes that 

there is more to absorb. 

 

I brought in the control system for the MechMate project. It 

looked pretty much the same as last month except now the mo-

tors turn when  the keyboard commands. Yeah! Now there is 

steel cutting in my future to get the framework together. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Chuck Saunders 

gooberdog@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

KCWG and KCWT  
Will have a joint  

Auction November 6 2010 

 

Step up and Get involved! 
 

Kansas City Woodworkers' Guild 

Statement of Financial Condition 

June 30, 2010 

    

ASSETS   

 Checking account  $        2,347  

 Investments          21,645  

 Shop equipment & tools          24,350  

  TOTAL  $     48,342  

    

MEMBER EQUITIES  $     48,342  

4243 South Noland Road 

    Independence, MO. 64055 

         816-373-1710 

M-F 9:30-6:30         Sat 9-4 

 
Guild members receive 10% off of their purchases. 

Power Tools, sale items and close-outs not included. 

Ask about discounts on power tools, weôll try to work 

with you on them.   
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Hand Tool ð Special Interest Group  
 

Walter Murphy 

started the ñshow 

and tellò session by 

passing around sev-

eral old tools from 

his collection: a t-

handle auger, a soil 

auger, a tapered 

bung borer (for bor-

ing bung holes in 

barrels) and a spoon 

bit. His ñpiece de 

resistance,ò how-

ever, was a boring 

machine such as 

would have been 

used by house-

wrights in post-and-

beam construction. 

The operator sits on 

the machine, which would straddle a log or large beam, oper-

ating a crank (think of a hand-powered bicycle crank) to drill 

about a 1 ½-2-inch hole for a peg or mortise. 

 

Bill Johnston showed an antique brace with a spoon bit, and a 

clockmakerôs brace. 

 

Lewis Armstrong showed a Kreg jig and assorted bits, augers 

and hand drills. 

 

Russell Lomax showed several bits, including a spindle tenon 

cutter. 

 

Jerry Watson showed a couple of braces, a geared drill and 

several stops. 

 

Bill Ward showed several ñestate sale rescues,ò including sev-

eral bits, push drills and tenon cutters. 

 

Stewart Granger showed several countersink bits, tenon cut-

ters, twist drills with square tangs (for use with a brace), a 

reamer and several adjustable bits. 

 

Rob Young, the facilitator/moderator, made note of the differ-

ences in lead screws among auger bits ï i.e., fine-threaded 

screws for hardwoods, coarser threads for soft woods. He also 

noted that one needs to use special auger files to sharpen these 

bits; using standard bastard or tapered files will ruin the bits. 

He also showed some gimlets and Yankee drills. In answer to 

the question, ñwhy use hand drills,ò he noted that the advan-

tages of hand drills are accuracy and control ï it is sometimes 

easier to drill with precision when you can feel and see the 

action of the bit. He also demonstrated how one can keep a 

hole square by drilling next to a square, or even two squares. 

 

 

Member of the Month July 2010  

 
    John Beal 
My woodworking 

specialty, such as it  

is, is making things  

that almost fit. Iôve 

 been doing that, off  

and on, for about 40  

years, since my first  

wifeôs father, a  

journeyman carpenter, 

 helped me  build  

some kitchen cabinets. 

 (Even after  all these  

years, I still make things that almost fit. I guess Iôm like a 

fellow that one of my bosses once described to me, a guy 

whose skill level didnôt match his experience. He said, ñHe 

hasnôt had 10 yearsô experience, heôs had one year of experi-

ence, 10 times!ò) 

  

I guess my favorite hand tool would be my Stanley No. 4 

plane. Itôs the sharpest of several that I have, and probably 

works the best ï for me, anyway. 

  

My favorite project would have to be my workbench, which I 

built from plans from Shop Notes, I think. It come pretty close 

to matching my needs, and it fits. My workshop has to share 

room with our car in a one-car garage, so space is at a pre-

mium. This one folds up against the wall, but itôs still sturdy 

and stable when itôs in position. The next step will be to retro-

fit a tail vise. 
  

The best value Iôve gotten on a tool may have been a tool that 

I donôt have any more. Back about 1980 I was remodeling a 

house and needed a table saw, so I ordered a $200 model from 

the Sears catalog. I was really surprised when I set it up in my 

basement, because it was a lot more saw than I was expecting. 

A few days later I got a call from Sears: turns out, they 

shipped a $600 saw by mistake. They let me keep it, however, 

since it was their mistake. (I think they also had a policy that 

time of, when a tool a customer ordered wasnôt in stock, ship-

ping the next one up the scale. In any case, it was quite a 

saw.) I also bought a Stanley Model 45 combination plane for 

about $80 in an antique store back in the 1980s. 
  

My favorite guild activity, apart from the classes, would have 

to be the show-and-tell sessions. Iôm amazed at the skill level 

of so many of our members. 
  

My shop tip: 
 

For what itõs worth, would have to be to not hesitate to try 

things. You may surprise yourself. 
  

As for a safety tip: 
 

 I guess it all boils down to situational awareness: make sure 

you know where your fingers are. 
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 I thoroughly enjoyed the Shakerbox work-

shop.  During the class I learned more about the 

properties of different wood (bending, growing, ex-

pansion) than I have in my 4 years as a novice wood-

worker. John & Eric were excellent and patient 

teachers.  I felt welcomed by the members of the 

KCWWG and look forward to participating in other 

workshops in the future.  Thanks for the quality work-

shop.   

Trish Kulak 

St Joseph WWG member  
      John Wilson made the process of making Shaker 

boxes seem simple.   He taught us a process that en-

ables us to make more as we wish.   During the class, 

we made 6 boxes to take home, give away or 

use.  Preparation of the wood to dimensions, tapering 

the ends of the strips on a belt sander, heating  the 

sides, top bands  in a water bath is the bulk of the 

process.   After that, it was a matter of bending the 

sides around the appropriate form while the wood is 

hot and flexible, then fastening the ends together 

with copper rivets.   After that, we put the top band 

over the top, and the sides over the bottom; fas-

tened these together with toothpicks tapped through 

the top band and sides into the top and bottom 

pieces.   A little sanding of the top and bottom on the 

belt sander to get a flush fit and then we were 

done.     

      It was a great class.   I enjoyed learning a new skill, 

met some more fellow woodworkers and walked out 

with some finished products.    

John Steinhauser  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Kara Paris , Director of Training  

Shakerbox Workshop at the Guild June  
     A gagle of  woodpecks gathered Friday evening 

June 4, to hear John Wilson's informative lecture 

concerning the history of the Shakers and their oval 

boxes.   During the lecture he  constructed a 

box...  making it look so easy.   Later that evening 

the Saturday hands -on group started work.   About 

10:00 PM the  peckers  group gave up the 

ghost.   Veryyyyyy early the next morning the crew 

started work in earnest.   John kept the day mov-

ing... no time for the  students to dally;  ' if you got 

time to lean you got time to clean.'   By late after-

noon all participants finished  their six boxes... with a 

little tuning up to be completed at home and of 

course the sanding.    The following day John and 

his business associate  Eric Pintar started all over 

again with another group of woodpeckers.   The 

lunch, fellowship and work was enjoyed by all.    

  

The lecture and hands on groups got their moneys 

worth.   Now as we make more boxes in our own 

shops we will have to remember..... how did John 

and Eric do that???   Best of all, we took home six 

completed Shaker oval boxes.  

tight lines,  

Ralph Spurrier (Sedalia)  

 

 

 

 

     What I 

liked about 

this class 

was leaving 

with a set 

of nearly 

c o m p l e t e 

cherry shaker boxes.   We were forced to rush the 

drying time some in order to finish in a day and a 

half, but the advantage of repetition in the com-

pletion of 5 boxes was apparent.   The simple con-

struction techniques and beautiful finished product 

make them a joy to build. I plan on building an-

other set soon.  

Keith Doel  

 

     I came down from St. Joseph (55 miles) to learn 

how to make shaker boxes.   I not only learned, 

hands on, but also learned some history about the 

shakers and their craft.   I could never have asked 

for a more helpful group of people, or a friendlier 

atmosphere.   Thank you for inviting us.  

Cherie Riddle  

St. Joseph Woodworkers Guild  

 

 


