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LEADERSHIP :  

Sawdust: 

The Presidents Corner 

In the interest of full disclo-

sure, I had no clue what I was 

going to write about 24 hours 

ago. When I was elected to this 

position, I figured this would 

be the easy part of the job. I 

have had a little practice with 

the written word. Boy was I 

wrong. Trying to come up with 

something fresh each month is 

harder than it looks. 
 

So I started thinking about 

what I wanted to accomplish 

during my time as Guild Presi-

dent. One of my big ideas was 

to put an emphasis on educa-

tion. I wanted to be the 

ñEducation Presidentò. I fig-

ured I could call my agenda 

ñNo Woodworker Left Be-

hindò. I know that may sound 

like a plan, but some days, after 

a full day of work, Iôm just too 

tired to catch up. You see, no 

one needs the educational help 

more than me. Or at least thatôs 

what I thought till I got an 

email from former President 

Mike Jones and a short mes-

sage from one of my Facebook 

friends. 
 

Mike brought to my attention 

the plight of one of our mem-

bers. To be truthful, one of our 

youngest members. I count 

Blaine Allen as a Guild mem-

ber, a talented woodworker 

with lots of potential, and my 

Facebook friend. Both Blaine 

and Mike brought to my atten-

tion that Blaine has been ac-

cepted to The Furniture Insti-

tute of Massachusetts. Now I 

didnôt know a lot about the 

school so I did a little research 

online. 
 

What I found, in a quick look 

at their website, was impres-

sive. The school is run by Phil-

lip C Lowe. Mr. Lowe, besides 

authoring several articles for 

Fine Woodworking magazine, 

is a former instructor and De-

partment Head at the prestig-

ious North Bennett Street 

School in Boston. A look in the 

latest Fine Woodworking will 

tell you all you need to know 

about North Bennett. Mr. Lowe 

is also the winner of the Car-

touche Award, the highest 

honor bestowed by the Society 

of American Period Furniture 

Makers. So as you can see, the 

teacher is not the problem. 
 

Blaineôs problem, like many 

budding college students, is 

tuition. Tuition for a full-time 

student at the school is $21,000 

for a year or $10,500 for a  
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semester. Not to mention tools, materials, and living expenses. 

While I wish the Guild could help, we are just not equipped at 

this time to do so. But, this brings me back to the ñEducation 

Presidentò moniker I gave myself. You see, I have a couple of 

ideas. 
 

First of all, Iôd like to see if we, as a group, could raise a few 

dollars to help Blaine out a little bit. A couple of hundred dol-

lars could help out in any number of areas. So Iôm looking to 

you, the membership, for fund raising ideas.  
 

My other idea is a bit more complex and will take a while to 

implement. I would like to see the Guild establish a scholarship 

fund. There are more kids than just Blaine out there looking to 

make woodworking a career. With schools like the ones in Mas-

sachusetts or even Pittsburg State, there are opportunities for 

young woodworkers to explore. But donôt get me wrong, this 

could also benefit you, the Guild member. There is always the 

possibility that a scholarship could be had, to say, Marc Adams 

School of Woodworking or even Kelly Mehlerôs school. Now 

you see where I want us to go. 
 

This is something that can not happen over night. And it canôt 

happen without you or your input. So let me know what you 

think of my ideas. Send me an email or corner me at the next 

meeting. Iôd really like to hear what you have to say. And letôs 

see if we can make this a reality. The Kansas City Woodwork-

ersô Guild Scholarship Fund has a nice ring to it. Donôt you 

think? 
 

So till next month,  

I hope youôre making sawdust. 

               Kevin  
 

The Kansas City  
Woodworkersô Guild 

in conjunction with the  

Kansas City Woodturners Club,  
at our  

Annual Fundraising Auction  
on   

 Saturday, November 6, 2010  10AM.  
 

We are accepting donations of all types of wood-

working hand tools, power tools, lumber, educational 

and related material.    
 

See Vice President Cliff Bell to help with Donations. 
 

See Event Director Chuck Sanders to help with the 

Auction Event. 
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Hand Tool ð Special Interest Group  

 

 

Twenty guild members met July 25 for the Hand Tool S.I.G. 

with Rob Young as facilitator. Members shared comments on 

joinery planes and tools that they brought: 

 

Jerry Watson brought a Stanley Model 45. His version was a 

Type 5, manufactured from 1886 to 1887. He also brought a 

bullnose plane, 

a scraper plane 

and a hinge 

plane. 

 

Bill Ward 

brought a 

chamfer plane 

that he made 

himself. He 

also brought a 

router plane, a 

Model 48 

tongue and 

groove plane, a Model 75 and a Model 55. 

 

Diana Rickel brought a block plane and a joiner plane. 

 

Don Kruse brought a George Bishop backsaw with an adjust-

able depth gage. He also brought a Stanley Model 171; a spoke-

shave with a curved bottom and a roller on front; a Stanley 

Model 46 (similar to a Model 45, but with a skewed blade.) 
 

Ken Grainger brought a joiner plane. He also brought two tools 

he had made, a coachmanôs plane and a curved plane. He also 

brought a special plane used to plane bamboo into triangular 

sections when making split-bamboo fly rods. 

 

Dave Adams brought large and small shoulder planes; a Stanley 

Model 79 rabbet plane, and several block planes. 

 

Bill Johnston 

brought several 

patternmakers 

planes; a chisel 

plane he made; 

a plane made 

with a St. James 

Bay casting; 

and a Stanley 

Model 79. 

 

Other sugges-

tions included a 

tune-up of hand planes; chair making tools and carving.  
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