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LEADERSHIP :  

Sawdust: 

The Presidents Corner 
       The June 

13 Open House 

was another 

outstanding 

event!  No official count, but 

we estimated about 400 

through our doors!!!   Wow!!!  

This brought three new mem-

bers and several showing in-

terest.  This event took a lot of 

planning and commitment, so 

please extend a special thank 

you to Larry Morse and his 

team.  The Leadership Team 

has already started discussions 

on turning this into an annual 

event.  If you have any 

thoughts, please share them 

with Larry. 

With the three new members, 

we have broken our 2009 goal 

of 200, yet the year is only 

half over.  Way to go Cliff 

Bell!!!!   Cliff has now set his 

sights on the 300 by next year.  

He is seeking help, so please 

donôt turn him down when he 

comes calling. 

In preparing last monthôs col-

umn, I really enjoyed speaking 

with several long term mem-

bers about our past and their 

expectations for the future.  

There were several more 

whom I wanted to speak, but 

simply ran out of time.  I also 

received emails from members 

expressing interest in our his-

tory and a few with clarifying 

information.  For example, 

Don Inbody, a former officer, 

clarified that it was not at the 

VFW in Sugar Creek where 

early meetings were held, but 

either the Moose or Elks Hall.  

He also clarified that at least 

one of the early shows was 

held at Municipal Audito-

riumôs Exhibition Hall before 

moving to Crown Center.  

Don congratulates us in ob-

taining our new spaces, stating 

ñThat was always a dream 

when I was an officer of the 

Guild.ò  Thank you Don!!! 

I would like to see our history 

recorded and available 

through our website, so in the 

future months Shelley Taylor 

will capture this information.  

If anyone has additional his-

tory, please forward to Shelley 

and I. 

It seems the featured program 

just get better each month.  

Julyôs program will be a joint 

presentation by members 

Mike Jones and Kevin Bren-

nan, titled ñRestoring the His-

tory and Handrail at the Main 

Street Theatreò.  Kevinôs 

company, Kansas City Win-

dsor Tool Works, is a corpo-

rate sponsor and Mike is my 

predecessor as president.  For 

those not familiar, the Main 

Street Theatre is on the Na-

tional Register of Historical 
(Continued on page 2) 
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      News / Business  

June 3, 2009 

Call to Order 

   John Johnson called to order the regular meeting of the 

Kansas City Woodworkersô Guild Board at 7:00 PM on 

June 3, 2009, in the basement of the building at 9701 W. 

67 St., Merriam, Kansas. 

 

Roll Call 

   The following board members were present:    

   John Johnson, Shelley Taylor, Scott Engelmann, Bill 

Johnston, Larry Morse, Cliff Bell, Bill Evans, Kevin 

McAndrew, and Kara Paris. Also present were Guild 

members Diana Rickel as well as Jack Gregg, who is fill-

ing in for Guild treasurer, Mary Ripka.  

   The minutes from May were perused, amended, and 

approved.  

   John Johnson started with a report from Larry Morse on 

the upcoming Open House event, June 13th from 10AM 

until 4PM. Larry still needs more people helping out this 

Saturday, June 6th, with cleaning up our site and setting 

up. He made flyers for the event and distributed them to 

our sponsors. It is also in Woodcraft Supply magazine 

and on their website. Bill Johnston will post an ad on 

Craigôs List under the tools category shortly before the 

event. Bill Evans will notify all other regional guilds ï 

Leeôs Summit, Columbia, St. Joe, Wichita, St. Louis ï 

about the event. Schools of woodworking, such as 

Marc Adamsô and Kelly Mehlerôs, will be notified. 

High school woodworking classes were also sug-

gested, but school is out for the summer. We need to 

keep this group in mind for future events.  

   Weôll have hot dogs, chips, soft drinks, and water 

available for a small fee to offset the cost. Larry has 

many volunteers to do Show and Tell, including Jim 

McCord, Bob King, Jim Bany, Sid Steinhaufel, Paul 

Chafin, and Fred Chael. Woodworking demonstra-

tions still need to be scheduled and we want to have 

both woodturning and woodcarving demonstrations as 

well. Bill Johnston knows a woodcarver that he will 

contact. 

   John Johnson suggested having AV set up for the 

Open House and that we show photographs, videos, 

and DVDs of meeting demonstrations and workshops 

that Roger Claxton and Craig Cottingham have been 

filming. 

Officersô Reports   

President ï John Johnson 

   By-laws vote will be delayed due to the fact that 

Kevin Thomas and Mary Ripka are not present to-

night. Comments will continue to be welcomed. 

   John met with Ed Bergstedt, the President of the 

Woodturnersô Guild, and together they discussed the 

following: 

   Possible joint membership:  John assigned Cliff 

Bell to come up with a draft plan of how the two 

guilds can have a joint membership by our October 

board meeting. How do we split the fees? What is the 

fee for a joint membership? How do we transfer funds 

between the guilds? How do we transfer the registra-

tion information? We need to have the plan by De-

cember so that it can be announced. Cliff said it will 

have the draft plan ready before the October deadline. 

   Possible joint auction:  The Woodturnersô have an 

annual auction held during their regular Monday night 

meeting time. It has generated some $5,000.00 of 

revenue for them. Ed and John want to do a joint an-

nual auction, held on a Saturday instead, to possibly 

generate more revenue. Items for auction can be both 

those donated by members as well as items made in a 

joint effort by each guild. This could be our next 

event and John assigned Larry the task of looking into 

it after our open house.  

   Possible woodworking university:  John and Ed 

discussed establishing a kind of ñuniversityò of wood-

working/woodturning that features four levels of 

skills - basic, basic plus, intermediate and specialty. 

Anthony Harris is in charge of training for the Wood-

turners and Kara Paris is in charge of training for the 

woodworkers. When possible, Kara and Anthony will 

start looking into this ñuniversityò possibility and 

develop a plan. John noted that this is a big idea and 

may take as much as a couple years of brainstorming, 

                                 Wood Words                                                                           Kansas City Page 2 

Landmarks and the restoration was just recently com-

pleted.  One of the contractors contacted the Guild, while 

Mike was president, seeking a craftsman to rebuild the 

handrail.  This is no ordinary handrail.  Mike brought a 

couple examples to a meeting seeking interest of some of 

the best KC has to offer and several looked and said ñOh 

boy, is that going to be difficultò, or a close facsimile, but 

not suitable for print.  Mike, being unemployed at the 

time, decided to take it on himself and solicited Kevinôs 

assistance.  Iôve seen the photographs and it is magnifi-

cent, so come hear what Mike and Kevin have to say. 

As a final note, Mary Ripka has started chemo and while 

it is going very well, she has decided to step down as 

Treasurer.  We will miss her smiling face and contribu-

tions on the Leadership Committee!!   Jack Gregg, who 

was assisting her, has agreed to take over in the interim.  

Jack will now need assistance, so anyone interested, 

please see Jack or I. 

Also, I would like to thank everyone for the Get Well card 

last month.  There were many comments that made me 

laugh.  See you at the July Meeting!!!! 

Best Regards, 

 John 



researching, and planning to come to fruition. 

   Status of the floor plan:  We are down to two alterna-

tives that weôre going to look at ï one involves consoli-

dating the turnersô equipment with our equipment and the 

other involves keeping the equipment separate. A final 

and key step in the process is that once the two guilds 

agree on the floor plan we will go to the owner of our 

building for crucial discussions. He has had some con-

cerns. Once we have his agreement on an extension then 

we can go onto to developing a long term plan. 

   John confirmed with Cliff that we did not commit to 

auctioning the Windsor chair. Cliff informed us that he 

had only talked with Ralph Quick about the possibility of 

doing so and using the proceeds in some kind of commu-

nity service way, but nothing definite has been decided in 

regard to the Windsor chair. 

   John asked about the Kelly Mehler table. Kara reported 

that once we get people trained to use the workshop, 

weôll have a weekend workshop in which the table will 

be assembled and finished. Scott wants to get this done 

as soon as possible. John suggested a drawing from the 

attendees of the Mehler Workshop (members only) for 

the right to complete the table. He also suggested that 

neither the finished Mehler table nor the Windsor chair 

be auctioned, but rather kept for the Guild as showcase 

items and as an investments. 

    John asked us for suggestions and themes for the 

ñPresidentôs Cornerò article that he writes. Kevin McAn-

drew suggested a theme of ñLooking Back, Looking For-

ward.ò This can be about membership, past and future, 

about projects, past and future, or whatever. John will 

work on it. 

Vice President ï Kevin Thomas is absent this evening. 

Treasurer ï Mary Ripka is absent this evening. 

Secretary ï Shelley Taylor 

 The card stock has not yet been purchased for 

the thank you, congratulations, and sympathy cards.  
 

Directorsô Reports    

Director of Assets ï Scott Engelmann 

   Kara Paris reported on the status of the Safety Program 

as follows: 

   She had a concern that some of the questions on the test 

were not covered in our literature. She brought this up to 

the committee and they agreed. Kara took care of the 

discrepancy and distributed the information to those who 

had already taken the foreman training. The website has 

also been updated, as of the 2nd.  

   A foremenôs meeting took place on the 15th and an is-

sue arose regarding information regarding the next of kin 

in the event of an emergency. The Safety Committee will 

work on this issue.  

   General safety rules regarding all eleven machines have 

been summarized on one document that can easily be 

accessed on the web.  

   Bill Evans mentioned that American Grinding has a 

dust collector for $300.00. We need this for our shop and 

he and Scott will check it out.  

Director of Communications ï William Johnston 

   The Member of the Month is Jason Newland. Bill has 

asked for help with this and we have given him a list of 

deserving members for the next six months. When that 

list is exhausted, we will supply him with more names. 

   Website updates ï the ratified by-laws of 2004 and 

the draft by-laws will be  changed to PDF files on our 

website.  John also noted that not all of our sponsors, 

are  listed on our website. Bill will take care of these 

items.  

   Diana Rickel reminded us that the newsletter dead-

line is the FIRST of the every month. 

Director of Membership ï Cliff Bell  

   John noted that Andreôs needs to be added to our 

membership list. With that addition, Cliff announced 

that our membership is at 193! 

   Cliff had several suggestions regarding the member-

ship budget as follows: 

He made a motion to amend the budget for the printing 

of a new brochure for next year from $450.00 to 

$750.00. Diana seconded the motion and mentioned 

that once we reduce our newsletter printing costs, due 

to a greater reliance on electronic newsletter transmit-

tal, weôll have more money in the budget for what Cliff 

needs. John asked that we vote on this at our next 

meeting and Kara tabled the motion.  

   Cliff suggested lowering the computer budget from 

$2,500.00 to $1,800.00. 

A budget is needed for miscellaneous membership sup-

plies, such as labels and pens. Cliff suggested a budget 

of $250.00 for this purpose. 

   Cliff proposed raising the membership fee $5.00, 

from $35.00 to $40.00, unless the fee is paid by the end 

of January of each year. John suggested he consider 

this when he works on the combined woodworker/

woodturner membership proposal due by October.  

Director of Programs ï Bill Evans 

 The demonstration at the June meeting will be 

ñBuilding a Holtzapffel 1875 Workbenchò by Kevin 

Thomas. 

Other scheduled demonstrations are:   

July:  Mike Jones ï  ñMajestic Theater Handrail Resto-

rationò  

August:  Arnold Baker ï  ñCNC Probotixò 

September:  Santa Fe Glass ï ñUsing Glass in Your 

Woodworking Projectò 

October:  Mac Dressler ï ñUsing Chiselsò (This will be 

followed by a Saturday workshop of sharpening chis-

els. Kara mentioned that anyone attending such a work-

shop must be certified if they are to use any of our 

workshop equipment.) 

   Bill needs suggestions for the November program as 

well as programs for 2010.  

    Bill mentioned that a workshop involving sharpen-

ing/grinding techniques on the turning tools will take 

place on the 11th or 25th of July. When Bill has more  

                                 Wood Words                                                                           Kansas City Page 3 



                                 Wood Words                                                                           Kansas City Page 4 

the hardwood of your choice (Kevin chose maple), 
the top is a full 3 inches thick, by 2 feet wide, by 6 
feet long, or for some students, 8 feet long. It is 
made up of 2-inch segments, first glued into 6 to 8 
inch wide sections (one of which is mortised for a 
row of bench-dog holes), then finally glued into the 
full 24 inch width. As you might surmise, gluing 
such massive components is no easy task, starting 
at the center of each section, then working toward 
each end. Since this required an inordinate amount 
of clamps, Kevin once again demonstrated that 
"woodworkers never ..."  
   Following gluing, the top is then planed to elimi-
nate any warp or wind -- again no easy task. The 
ends are then cut square. 
   They didn't "skimp on the old world recipe" for 
the bench's undercarriage either. The 4 legs each 
measure 3 1/2 by 5 inches (made up of glued lami-
nations). The lower stretchers between the legs 
(both long and short) measure 1 3/4 by 5 inches, 
while the top stretchers measure 1 3/4 by 3 inches. 
The leg assembly utilizes mortise and tenon join-
ery, certain joints of which are drawn together by 
the "draw -bolt" technique, using offset holes as the 
tensioning mechanism. 
   The face vise chop measures 3 inches by 6 1/2 
inches by 34 inches long. One option for the operat-
ing hardware is a set of twin wood screws, but they 
are pricey at around $300 for the set. On the other 
hand, doesn't a Mercedes-Benz deserve quality 
accessories? Or perhaps Anthony Harris might 
handcraft a set of screws for $295! The end vise 
chop measures 2 3/4 inches thick by 4 inches wide 
by 13 1/2 inches long. Incidentally, I quote all these 
dimensions to illustrate the heft of this bench.  
   Obviously, a considerable amount of material is 
required for the bench, which Kevin estimated at 
about 100 board feet. That's a lot of maple for one 
project. On the other hand, look at the handsome 
workhorse which you've crafted. Just don't try to 
lift it by yourself -- unless you're aching for a king-
size hernia. 
   The bench appears to be deceptively simple, but 
it's really not. It is well made, sturdy, and ready to 
meet the demands of your most intriguing wood-
working projects.  
   In the opinion of this reporter, however, it is 
probably more workbench than the average wood-
worker needs. On the other hand, if you're up to 
the demands of a lot of cutting, jointing, planing, 
mortise and tenon joinery, and gluing with some 
brute strength added, go for it!  

July:  Mike Jones ï  ñMajestic Theater Handrail Resto-

rationò  

August:  Arnold Baker ï  ñCNC Probotixò 

September:  Santa Fe Glass ï ñUsing Glass in Your 

Woodworking Projectò 

October:  Mac Dressler ï ñUsing Chiselsò (This will be 

followed by a Saturday workshop of sharpening chisels. 

Kara mentioned that anyone attending such a workshop 

must be certified if they are to use any of our workshop 

equipment.) 

   Bill needs suggestions for the November program as 

well as programs for 2010.  

   Bill mentioned that a workshop involving sharpening/

grinding techniques on the turning tools will take place 

on the 11th or 25th of July. When Bill has more details 

about this workshop, he will post it on the website calen-

dar and in the newsletter. 
 

Director of Sponsorship ï Kevin McAndrew 

   Kevin is in the process of updating our sponsor contact 

list.  

   He is also working on sponsor appreciation letters. 

   John suggested that we post information regarding the 

shirts, sweatshirts, aprons, and hats weôll soon have 

available to our membership under a ñstoreò tab on our 

website. Members could also order these items on our 

website and then pick up their order at the monthly 

meeting. 
 

Director of Training ï Kara Paris 

   John let Kara know that there is a summary of the old 

Craftsmanship Recognition Program on our website. 

John asked Kara to review this program and recommend 

whether we revive at some point or incorporate into the 

"university" discussed earlier. 

Kara will be scheduling a meeting of the Marc Adams 

Workshop committee soon. This workshop will take 

place on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of December.  

   John Johnson moved that the meeting be adjourned at 

9:20 PM. The motion was seconded and passed. 
 

Minutes submitted by:  Shelley Taylor; edited for news-

letter space by Diana Rickel 

 

 

Kevin Thomas and the Holtzapffel Workbench  
By Fred Chael 

 
   Looking for a leisurely weekend project? How 
about building a Holtzapffel Workbench, complete 
with hardware and accessories? Wrongo! Just ask 
Kevin Thomas. 
  Kevin spent six full days in a class working with 
Kelly Mehler on the workbench. He advised that 
they were not easy days, either. 
   The workbench is a real tank, to use military par-
lance. None of the components are skimpy. Using  
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 Member of the Month  
Roger Claxton  

 

 

  The thing I like 

best about wood-

working is making 

things for my 

grandchildren and, 

hopefully, my 

great-

grandchildren, to 

use.  I love seeing 

the smiles on the 

grandkids faces 

when they hop on their rocking horse. My most recent pro-

jects are rocking horses.  Iôve been using construction grade 

pine to build them, but am ready to move on to hardwoods 

and learn about working those.   
 

   My favorite tool is my 12ò 

planer. I used to work at 

Home Depot and know when 

their stock tends to be dis-

counted.  I also have some 

good friends among the Guild 

that have helped me find 

some attractively priced tools.  

As Treasurer of the Lionôs 

Club, I like to make dollars 

stretch as far as possible for 

everyone. 
 

   My favorite part of the 

Guild meetings is the presentations.  The show and tell part 

shows me what is possible, the presentations provide the 

information about how to do things.   
 

   When making some chairs, I initially had some trouble 

getting all the legs even.  I started to take a scrap piece of 

wood and measure from under the seat to the bottom of the 

shortest leg, then mark all the other legs to that dimension. 

After a few quick pulls with my Japanese saw, voila,  four 

legs with the same length.  
 

  My safety tip is to keep fingers well away from any tool  

parts that move. 

 

 

ALTERNATE  WOODWORKING  DEFINI-

TIONS  AND  USES FOR  TOOLS  
 

 

BELT  SANDER: Used for making rectangular 
gouges in wood.  
 

PAD SANDER: Used for easing the edges of the 
rectangular gouges.  
 

RANDOM ORBIT SANDER: Used for removing 
the marks left by the PAD SANDER, usually on 
any surface perpendicular to the original gouge. 
May also be used to make semicircular gouges in 
wood.  
DETAIL SANDER: Makes triangular gouges, 
generally in blind corners where no amount  
of hand sanding can fix them.  

ANTIQUE TOOL OF THE MONTH 

JULY 2009  By DON KRUSE 

   This monthôs antique tool is a compass plane patented on 

Jan. 28, 1862 and Mar. 22, 1864 by George F. Evans of 

Norway, Maine.  The first patent was for the plane and the 

second was for a modification of the connecting arms (rods 

that connect the sole to the frame), they are now curved.  

This is the first successful production of an adjustable me-

tallic compass plane.  It remained in production by R. H. 

Mitchell of Bangor, Maine and by Darling & Schwartz of 

Norway, Maine until 1871 when Stanley started selling their 

almost identical No. 13.  There may have been some deal 

between Mitchell and Stanley, but there have been no docu-

ments found to verify this.  Some of these planes have a 

brass oval soldered to the side of the body containing R. H. 

Mitchellôs manufacturing information, but most of these are 

missing 

   The sole may be adjusted to plane concave or convex sur-

faces, but care still needs to be taken to pay attention to the 

grain direction as with all planes. 

   If you find one of these, make sure the rivets connecting 

the sole to the frame and intact.  A lot of compass planes 

have these rivets damaged by someone trying to adjust them 

to an extreme concave curve.     


