
Sawdust: 

The Presidents Corner 

 

Mike Jones 

 

Since this is my 

first contribution 

to the monthly 

newsletter as your 

new president, I 

would like to reflect 

on a couple of things.  

First, I want to thank 

Jim Bany for his leadership 

over the last 2 years.  When 

I was seeking candidates for 

the various positions open-

ing up 2 years ago, I ap-

proached Jim about being 

the President.  I recall that 

he wasn’t all that excited 

about the prospect of being 

president, but I think you 

will all agree, he really rose 

to the occasion.  I think I 

even tried persuading him 

with the notion that if he 

agreed to be President, I 

would be his Vice Presi-

dent.  Jim, it was an honor 

to serve with you, and it is 

an even greater honor to 

follow in your tradition.  

Each President that has lead 

our group since I joined, 

has been a tremendous asset 

to our Guild, and has 

brought his own unique 

leadership style to the table.  

I have some mighty big 

shoes to fill when I think 

about the folks who are 

my predecessors.  I hope 

that I can be the kind of 

leader that our Guild 

needs because I really 

look forward to the next 2 

years. 

 

This brings me to my sec-

ond point that I wanted to 

present to you.  As we 

suggested at our April 

meeting, we are faced 

with an historic decision 

as a Guild.  The proposed 

move to the Woodturner’s 

Guild location at 67

th

 and 

I-35 will take us into a 

new era for the Guild.  

While the expense of that 

new location is more than 

we have ever experi-

enced, it affords us the 

opportunity to do things 

that we have never been 

able to do.  We are in for 

some exciting times in the 

next several years be-

cause we have set the bar 

a little higher.  Certainly, 

the Andre’s project has 

brought us the opportu-

nity (financially) to even 

consider looking at that 

type of expense.  But 

more importantly, the 

Woodturner’s space 

forces us to examine the 

direction we are going as 

a guild.  By that, I mean, 
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Several table tops and pedestals have been completed, or 

nearly so, for the Andre’s Project this past month. Bill 

Evans has five pedestal assemblies ready for the finish, 

while Bill Bysel has five table tops that only need to have 

the edges rounded over and they’ll be ready for the final 

sanding and finish. Roger Grout also has a couple of table 

tops ready for sanding and finishing.  

 

Thanks to Scott Englemann, we have a facility for table 

top and pedestal assembly, sanding, and spraying.  Scott 

not only has extensive experience in spraying, he also has 

access to William Chrisman High School. Kevin McAn-

drew has coordinated volunteers to meet at the school for 

the work to be done, while Bob King and Jim Bany have 

contributed the necessary spray materials and equipment. 

The goal is for 5 four-person tables to be completed at the 

school facility.  

 

Now we’re beginning to move on to the making of the 

benches. The team leaders for the seats are Steve Erickson 

and Tim Helfrich. They are each responsible for 11 four-

person and 2 two-person seats. Phil Akers and a team 

leader that has yet to volunteer (call John Johnson if you 

can help, please!), are team leaders for the backs. They are 

each responsible for 11 four-person and 2 two-person 

backs. John Johnson also needs 4 people to volunteer as 

team leaders for the fabrication of the frames, as well as 

volunteers for the assembly and finishing teams for the 

benches. Again, contact John to help out. We need you! 

 

In addition to bench and frame team leaders, we still need 

a team leader of materials whose responsibility is to coor-

dinate the delivery of materials to worksites, as well as 

delivery of the finished project to the customer, Andre’s. 

The team leader will need 4 or 5 guild members to volun-

teer for the materials team.  

 

Once we have all the volunteers in place, the table and 

bench team leaders will meet to review the fabrication 

process and exchange lessons that have been learned thus 

far. Two benches will be completed to work out any possi-

ble problems before materials are given to the team lead-

ers. The sheet stock and lumber will be rough cut at Ken 

Sokol’s shop and then be delivered to (or picked up by) 

the various workshops, along with packages containing 

special router bits, jigs, drawings, and detailed instruc-

tions.  

we have operated in our current location for over 20 years, 

and we have gotten by with those facilities.  In the last 2 

years, however, Jacob’s Well Community Church has 

started to grow its programs, and is starting to see a greater 

demand on their facility.  It has become quite clear that we 

are no longer the prized user of their space that we once 

were. I don’t think they will miss us when we are gone. 

 

I still see this possible move with some trepidation.  I 

know we risk losing members because of the change.  I 

know the expense is greater. Still, I wonder what will hap-

pen if we don’t move?  I, and others on the board, think it 

is only a matter of time before the leadership of Jacob’s 

Well asks us to move.  I don’t know about all of you, but I 

certainly believe in “divine-intervention” and I believe 

that the Woodturner’s location has been presented to us at 

a time when we desperately needed to move.  Can we do 

it?  Yes, I believe we can! Will it be painful?  No, not if 

we don’t let it!  The Andre’s table and bench project is 

bringing a number of opportunities, the least of which is 

the financial.  I believe that this project is allowing us, as a 

guild, to show our stuff.  It is also an avenue to bigger pos-

sibilities in many other ways.  For me, the biggest benefit 

will be the opportunity to engage many more members in 

a hands-on project to grow skills, friendships and focus. 

 

 Webster’s Dictionary defines a Guild as, “an organi-

zation of persons with related interests, goals, 

etc., esp. one formed for mutual aid or protec-

tion.” 

What better description is there for our Guild? The mutual 

aid is that of the fellowship of people with like interests, 

and we are protecting the amazing art of woodworking by 

creating an environment for beginners to learn from ex-

perts and experts to share their insights and knowledge, 

and an environment for everyone to experience all the tal-

ents that God has blessed us with. I am truly humbled by 

the opportunity to lead our Guild into the future.  There 

are some exciting times ahead for all of us.  We need eve-

ryone to step up and be a part of taking us to the next 

level. Together, we can make it happen!   

The Andre’s Table and Bench Diaries 

By Shelly Taylor 
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The Andre’s Table and Bench Project timeline is as 
follows: 
 

All tables completed by the end of June 
6 full benches for four-person tables completed in 

July 
8 half benches for four-person tables completed in 

August  
2 half benches for two-person tables and 2 special 

benches completed in September 
 
And we’re getting there, step by step and cut by cut. If 
you haven’t already done so, please call John Johnson, 
or any of the team leaders, to volunteer your labor and 
expertise to help us complete this project as scheduled! 

 

Andre’s Table Project Workday 
at William Chrisman High School 

Bill Evans works 
on leg assemblies 

Kevin McAndrew 
sands on a 2 per-
son table top 

John Tegeler 
works on the 
inlay in a 2 per-
son top 

Project Manager 
John Johnson shows 
that sanding is for 
everyone 

Bill Evans 
works on getting 
the stretchers 
just right 

Kevin McAndrew 
checks his work 

The spray finish 
goes on. Who was 
that Masked Man? 


